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GREAT TERRITORIAL EXPANSION IN STORE
FOR RUMANIA IF SHE AIDS THE ENTENTE
AND CENTRAL POWERS LOSE PRESENT WAR

Balkan Country Demands
55,000 Square Miles, With
Population of 5.500,C00.

ENTENTE IS BELIEVED
TO HAVE PROMISED ALL

Greek King in Delicate Position as
Result of Most Recent
Developments.

RY OLIVER OWEN KUHN,

For - Against; For - Against; For-
Against: For-

Thus the pendulum of Rumanian po-
Mtical and populac sentiment in regard
to participatinon in the greatest of all
struggles mian has sSwung
back ang forth during the months that
have intervene since the gauntlet was

hetween

hurled down and vast sections of Eu-
rope's once prosperons fielils made to
run red with the hlood of eompeting
Armies,

And todar. when Rumanian partici-
pation in the struggle would have
Breater weight in bhringing about =2

decision in the regions of the east and
in the Balkans than at any time past
the Bucharest government iz markedly

leaning toward the cause of the en-
tente
with her dreams of ex-

Rumania,

: with her hopes of eventually
= all her peoples under a com-
mon Zovernment, today sits in judg-
ment upon the cause of the entente and
the Teutonic ailies. That she should
tarry. make sure her eourse. in light
of her great ambitions as to territorial
enlargement, in ord that she may
prafit to the Tullest a suffer the least
in the present struggle is bot natural
Fumania today dreams of obtaininz the
great provinees of Hunzary, the
Panat of Temesey and Transylvania,
the mass of people residing within the
horde which are Rumanian in race

TwWo

nat. Likewise, the greater
f Fukowina also iz largely
by theszes whe would cherish

ith their native country. Rus-
aiz agl=n
tne

LT

N

At be induced to surrender
ef
1

Hessarabia with its
rzely Rumanian, and

s are
.

Not a nation fighting today may be ex-
pected to guin & territory of 55.000 =quare

miles and

May Gain More Than ©.500.000 e
ple with the

Any Other Country. ponsible-  exs

cveption of Rumania. who, in Her negotia-
tions with the entente, has demanded that
fn caze of eventual victory she shall have
all of this, mostly at the expense of Aus-
tria- Hungary and Russia

That =he will receive the promise of the
entente nations that all shall be hers and
that she =hall have an important seat st
the ecouncil tahies when the general ad-
justments, territorial and otherwise, take
place at the close of the war if she will
but lend her assistance, is deemed cer-
tain. For it i= admitted that Rumania's
open aid relatively will be greater than
the assistance of any other neutral at
the present junciure of the war. And the
allies are leaving no stones unturned to
insure eventpal success over the central
powers and their allies

The attitude of the Rumanian govern-
ment and peeoples will occupy a large
space in history. owing to the many strik-
ing developments in which they have been
directly interested since the struggle
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to the financial power of the entente
group a large portion of the supplies
have heen obtained by it.

Just what influence this commercial
activity, may have had on the sentiment
of the Rumanian peoples is purely con-
Jectural, but it is believed certain to
have a great influence on popular opin-
lon as to the allied cause, even though
there be no other and larger objects to
be gained by acrive participation on the
side of the entente.

Tlhe Rumanian situation has developed

rapidly the past ten days, and even
Teutonic capitals are inclined to be-
lieve that Rumania will take her

The allies seem certain of it. The pen-
ple of Hungary, Austria and Germany
are being told without reservation that
developments favor the entente,
though all profess to see no great dan-
#er in Rumanian participation in the
war, «iting the present German battle
lines on enemy sail and declaring that
once Rumania acts, soon her borders
will be overrun by Teutonic and
garian hosts.
=
* ¥
the professed great
Berlin, the Rumanian
menace is a grave

Would Bring on ©ne to Teutonic
aspirations. Not

Grave Situation. .. wouy gu.

mania permit the transportation of huge
bodies of Russian troops—now reported
massed on the Rumanian frontier—into
Bulgaria, but she also undoubtedly
would send a large portion of her well
equipped army,
500,000 and 800,000, along with the Slavs.

Notwithstanding
unconcern in

started

Rumania, at the outbreak of the war,
because of her alliances and treaties with
the central powers, was expected to take
her side with the Telitons Great pressure
was brought to bear upon her by the
German diplomats in Bucharest, with the
afAded backing of the Berlin foreign of-
fice. Rumania, realizing the absolute dis-
aster that might result for her in event
of Russian success in the east. and always
keeping the fact that she might forever
lnse any chance of obtaining Bessarabia,
showed an inclination to hold back. This
was particularly marked when it became
known that Italy would refuse to become
v of Germany. notwithstanding her
i llance with Berlin and Vienna.

An army of nearly a balf million men
could be dispatched toward FEulgaria,
and in view of the present occupation
of a large proportion of Bulgarian troops
on the Macedonian front, the overrun-
ning of the Bulgarian nation would be
entirely within the bounds of possibility.
This force also would endanger the Bul-
gars in Macedonia, and they, in all prob-
abllity, would be caught between a mili-

and Russians has unlimited possibiiities
In so far as operations to the southward
are concerned.

While it is expected that Bulgaria
would be invaded by the Rumanians, an-
other problem would have to be dealt

ahsolutely refused to take
atic powers began their
ohtain a firm neutrality
the Bucharest govern-
culariy pronounced were
were signs of Hu-
side of the allies
Russian offensive,

he Slavs through Lemberg
e CR over the Carpathian
Hungary. Russian diplomats.
rmly refused to grant Ru-
ue=t for desired territory and
negotiation= for Bucharest's aid
to . halt. although it is declared

' subsequent great retreat of the
Finpes was more largely instrumental
! ging about the decision to con-

sutrality
ravion

than any other one con-
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y ¢ of prosperity. iIn
ceder to obtain moral sepport and pos-
#iliy win over her peopie, both the en-
tente and central powers have favored
Nlumania with large contracts for
grains and other supplies. In fact, on
meveyal occasions these groups of hel-
ligerents have entered Into open com-
petitive such things as

in Buchares: who from the firat |

to !

rieuced an almeost .

with by Berlin. The whole Humanian
frontier on the Austro-Hungarian side,
! from the River Danube to the northern-
most point, would open a new field of
battle, and in view of allied offensives
|in  practically every other arena of
|war this truly would prove a disadvan-
|tage. Turkish, German. Austrian and
|Hungarian forces in large numbers al-

| ready are assembled on the Rumanian '

line in anticipation of =ome Rumanian
|wﬂ'rart toward the heart of Austria and
Hungary. Just how serious such an
|incursion would prove is problematical,
ibut that it would tend to embarrass
| Teutonic operations, both in the Bal-
lkans and on the eastern front fs cer-
tain.
! Humania's hour truly has arrived.
| 8Bhail she take her stand alongside the
| other entente nations and reap a pos-
| sible rich territorial award, or shall
| she risk having her awn native terrij-
|tory overrun by Teutonic enemy hosts,
| with consequent sufferings and blood-
|shed? The=e are the questions that to-

|day evidentiy are uppermost in the
|minds of all Rumanians.
How scon will Rumania act? is the |

predominant question in the ecapitais

helisved that it i1z only »n yuestion of
| time until King Ferdinand Ileads his
| men on the battiefield
| *

* ¥

Although fhe HRumanian
'r holds the chief attention, much interest
is being
manifested

in the posi-

situalion

i Position of Greece
| Has Aroused Interest.

tion aof
| Greece and her possible future ac-
tion in regard to the great war. When

Greece i= mentioned, the Grecian govern-
ment must be considered on the one
hand and the masses of the people as
| represented by the natlonal Hberal party
| headed by former Premier Venlzelos, on
the other. There is a sharp cleavage
between the peonle with their pro-ally
sentiments and the government which
i dominated by King Constantine muark-
ediy pro-German, possibly through his
s relationship with the kalser. BHut it is
this cleavage In Greece and its possible
outcome that arouse the keenest specu-
lation.
| The RBulgarian advance into Greecian
tterritory during the week aroused the
| keenest conecern throughout the king-
dom. The Bulgars being ancient ene-
'mice of Greece and Greece heing fear-
i ful of losing hepr grip on Macedonian
regions, which are zZreally coveted by
the Sofia zovernmeni, it is but natural
that populace should immediately
that their army be hurled
gainst the invader, which would be
atamount to espousal of the allied
cause. The Grecian government, how-
ever, has shown signs of resisting this
popular demand and, in fact, is declared

{to have ordered the retreat of such
\Greclan forces as are occupying the
region of Seres, and which have been

fighting sanguinary engagements with the
! Bulgarians, The Greclan comrianders of
{ these little gronps of troops show no
signs of obeying the king's command
to retire, bLeing backed by volunteers.
It is declared that hundredn of Greeks
| have zone to Salonikl and enlisted with
centente Torces in order thai
bhe assured of opportunity of resisting
tlh? hated Bulgars.

Is the refusal of Greclan troops in the
HBeres region the first open step toward
rebellion against the king and the gov-
ernment?

‘This is a question that naturally has
arisen in the minds of students of the
situation, inasmuch as there have been

final step within the immediate future. |

al-

estimated at bhetween |

tary vice.’ Such a union of Rumanians |

i
|
i
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Bul- |

H%rq
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) ey Fewteres
Rumania might have to sell. and owing | repeated and public demonstrations

again=t the king and in favor of former
Premier Venizelos. The Venizelists, in
the face of Constantine’s resistance,
contirue to assemhble volunteers.

Is this further defiance of the king
the bheginning of a great popular
movement which may sweep the ruler
of the Hellenese from his throne?

In some gquarters the present tenure
of King (‘onstantine is regarded as pre-
carious. It is declared that he has com-
pletely lost control of the peoples of his
own country, and that this may be true
in a measure is borne out by the report
that termany has demanded that the
Bulgarians go no farther on Grecian soil

Hut will the Bulgars always obey
German commands?

*
* ¥

The king's firm attitude against the
entente, even at this date, and in face

of posgible

Venizelos Expected to Bulearian ag-

I 4 gression, It
Win in Election. dociiiad

tions toward former Premier Venizelos
the champion of the entente, and who
early in the war cited the possible loses to

(GGrecian aspirations in case the govern-

]
|
f
|

ment did not espouse the cause of the

rallies.

Further advances the PBulgars,
further inaction by the king and his
government in the way of armed re-

by

gistance—a resistance which the peo-
ple of Greece may take into their own
hands—will only further hazard King Con-
(stantine’s control.

| possibility of Greece long remaining out of
|the war

In entente gquarters the

is scouted, although Gre .
undoubtedly will not profit as much in
the final adiustment, if the alies win,
as she would have haed she actively
aided when support was most needed—

that period when Teutonic and Bul-
garian forces overrun Serbia  and
| Montenegroe and when allied tenuntey

t
'
1
i

i lies

of all belligerent nations, for it is verily |

at Saloniki itself was in a measure en-

dangered.
Although the Bulgarlans have
=cored material sSuccesses on  both

wings of the line along the Macedonian
front, the allies have continued

is |
s will |
.do much toward twinging the coming elec-

their |

French and British Have Kept
Up Steady Advance in
Western Arena.

RUSSIANS GO SLOWER
IN EASTERN REGIONS

Slavs Have Inaugurated Successful
Offensive Over Whole Asiatic
Battle Line.

severe counter attacks against the
French at Fleu-
Germans Beaten in T¥. on the Ver-
dun front, but

Fleury Attacks. the French have

been enﬂhlled to slightly extend their

positions between Fleurv and Thiau-
mont.
On the front where Austro-German

and Russian forces have been battling
for mastery, the chief operations have
been in the region northeast of Kovel
and in the region of Baranoviteh, where
the Teutons have delivered several ter-
rific attacks., Although Berlin admits
some gains, Petrograd insists that these
offensive efforts have proved fruitless.

While the Teutons and Russians are
struggling for mastery on the central
and more northerly sections of the

| eastern front, grave battles also have

been fought in the Carpathian regions,
where the greatest show of resistance
is being offered to Hussian armies
which are striving for passes through
the Carpathians in the general vicinity
of Jabhlonitsa., CGermany reporis the
Russians have been held and even of-
ficial dispatehes from Petrograd, which
recently hiave been marked by their ex-
treme brevity, would indicate this to be
a fart. No striking successes have been
scored by the Russians in the direc-
tion of Lemberg, and in faect the batile
line zlong the whole eastern front has
remained practically stationary for the
past seven davs, no material advances
being made by either of the belligerent
armies,

In the Austro-Italian arena the chief
operations of the week were in the
Dolomites, where the Italians claim to

have wrested positions from the en-
‘The Austrians claim check for

ians in this = n, as also on

and n the Trentino battle

reginns. A greater portion of the ac-
tions have been  between artillery

Austrians have checked the speed of the
Italian advance and although a week
ago the Iralians were reported to be
within thirteen miles of Trieste, their
potlive, they have not moved

1
irorres. It is a noticeable fact that the
i
|

| present ohj
| farther.

-
! * *
i Aroused by Turkish successes

recent

in the Armienian reglons, which men-
aced their
flank, the

Russians Again
1 E Russ=sians
Advance in Near East., .. peen

stirred Lo greater activity and now are
ve over practically

assuming the offensi

the whole of the Asiatic front. The
Slavs, according to  Petrograd, have
' been enabled to regain both Bitlig and
! Mush, around which much of the hard-
jest fighting of recent weeks has pro-
gressed.  The Turks were decidedly in
| the ascendancy in this section ten days
‘and even a week ago, hut the Russian
power to advance against the Turks
almost at will, when determined efforts

{are made, is indicated by the sharp
i successes zeored in the past three or
 four days They have in this period

leounter atincked and wrested from the foe
| honors and  ground, ich took the
{ Turks four to five weeks "o gain.

The Russian armies along the Black
v gea coast have been engaged in severe
contests and with the assistince of the
Russian flest have b able to turn
back a Turkish effen & movement in
this section. This movement is believed
to have been more of & diversion with
he he of lessening the tension of
Slavie armies now pushing in the gen-

eral direction of Sivas,

successes in the Lake Doiran region,

which lies a few miles to the east
the Vardar, and which is the center of
the present Balkan battle front. The
allies are réported to have fallen hack

to the left bank of the Struma river!
on the engt fAank, while the Sorbianns
are declared to have heen forced to)

territory of five miles on
in the general region

retrest OVer i
the western fHank,
of Florina.

Bulzarians declaed o

The are 1o
intrenching on the lgft bank of the
Struma with |

Bulgars Entrench "-; "i'-l\-' to
[ L) 7 E

Along River Struma. .~ /1%
offensive toward Bulgariz in  this
direction. The route from this section
is one which (s fraught with natural
hazards, high hills flanking a narrow
valley. It is belleved that the entente

armies under Gen. Sarrall plan to push |

forward along the Vardar river, where
geographical conditions are
favor of sucressfil operations and
through which valley ther rall-
waoiuld materizlly ald

the more

that
maintaining an

way
in

L tem of communieatinns,

they mayilwo miles of Combles.

the weel jost cloged the Flus.
sl to number 80,000, have
at Halo while large Ttalian
armies alse have Joined the Franco-
Britisi «1 Serblan forcee. The Rus-
sians already have been assipned to the
eaatern flunk, where it i= declared they
will assist the Serbs. Just what dis-
position has been made of the [talian
armies remains in doubt, bur that the
assistance rendered by both the ltal-
ians and Russians will he largely felt
in future offensive operations goes with-
out guestion.

The allled offensive has caused Ger-
many to order reinforeements to the
Hulzarian line. Turks have been =ent

Trurinz
AT
Tanded

torces,

to the Balkan front during the puast
week, while @ large number of Bul-
gariang holding down the Rumanian

front also have been hastened south to

aid in checking the alliea,

Although operations in the Balkans |
have held the chief interest durlng the
greater portion of the past ten days,
the military endeavors of the French
and British forceg operating on the

Sommne front have been of vital impor-

tanca In the general scheme of of- |
fensive actions. The fiercest fighting
probably has raged about Thiepval,

where the British practically surround |

the ruins of the town, having galned a
trench here and one there. The Germans
have delivered numerous counter at-
tacks against the enemy, but all
these have been repulsed, although at
one juncture the Teutons obtained a
small foothold in a British advanced
position. This subsequently was re-
trieved,

British also have registered gains in
the region of Martinpuich and Delville
wood, while their encireling operations
about Guillemont bring German re-
treat at this point nearer. The French
forces to the south of Guillemont gcored
a striking success during the past
seven-day perlod by capturing Mau-
répas and pushing their battle Jine
beyond this strategical point to within
Farther to the
south they also have practically en-
circled the town of Clery, while an of-
fensive of far-reaching proportions eon
the front extending from Estrees to
Lassigny is heralded by several days’
terrific bombardment.

*
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" The Germans have dellvered several

of |

the-al-
Aadengiagte AaVv€- |

of |
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NEAR EAST AND AFRICA.

w—

Chronological Events.

. SUNDAY
Fierve figiting hetween Turks and
Hussians in direction of Diarbekr.
Turks lose wmourntain pass west of

Lake NozyHgel

Turkish
codast on lhine
‘hai and Made
|aid of Russian fleet

Pussians develop successful offensive |

in Liake Van region, in Armenia

1 TUESDAY
Turks report repulse of Russians In
Ognot sector,  Slav losses placed at
4,400,
WEDNESDAY
Ttussians defeat Turkish division in
region of Bachta., Two enemy regiments

caplured
HRuss advance west of Lake Van.
Slavs BeCIpy Adrindovank region

northesst of Mush

THURSDAY -
Hn ans reaceupy Bithis
S ERE press advonce  aver  whole
Agtatie front
\ FEIDAY
Russians report continuation of ‘suc-

|

!

'.1'- sfu] offensive in region of Mush.
[ Constantinople reports repulse ol
I
L)
|
\
]
)
|

British patrols east of Suez canal.

2R AR 0= W= | T 1 el ] s iy
Chronological Events.
| SUNDAY.
Isonzo battle decreases in violence,
Italians repulie 1l Austrian at-
tacks on Asingo platenu, -
Italians check enemy attack near
G lobna,
| MONDAY.

[tallans attack in Deolomites region.
TUESDAY.

Austrians repulsed on Asiago plateau,

\between (Casera Zingarella and Casera

| Zebio Pastorile

! Italtans claim caplure of strong posi-

tions on slopes of Tafana 11T and in

| Travenanzes valley.

Heavy artillery flghting in Gorizia area.
WEDNESDAY.

increase activity

Ausgtrians
lona sector.,
| Italians open heavier artillery fire on
i Isonzo front.
| Austria reports
three Italian aeros.

THURSDAY.
Italians press offensive in the Dolo-
mites.
Gen. Cadorna's troops gain new posi-
tions on Gassa Alps.

Italians occupy height south of Cima
Di Cere and hold it after severe battle.
FRIDAY.

Austrians reports lull in Dolomites
baltties, ltalians ceasing attacks.

Avo-

bringing down of

* —
BALKAN ARENA.
L %
Chronological Events.
BUNDAY

Al} Albania reported in revolt againat

Austrians. Italian troops disembark at
Salonikl. 2

Bulgarians advance toward Gresk
port of Kavala. Greece orders Greek
soldiers to retire.

Franco-British forces reportad to
have crossed the Struma and attacked
Bulgars near Seres.

Allies consolidate positions in Lake
Doiran section.

Serbians take Bulgar first line
trenches on heights of Kikurus and oc-
cupy forts of Kaimakecalar.

Serbians abandon Banica.
report capture of several
trenches.

Greeks fight Bulgars in vicinity of

Seres.
MONDAY.

Serbians capture Fort Cucurlu, in the
Doiran section.

Heavy fighting on Struma river from
Kavjola to Barakll.

Russian troops reported to have ar-
rived at Saloniki.

Bulgars occupy Kastoria and Koritsa.
Retreat of allles to right bank of
Struma reported.

TUESDAY.

Bulgars reported to have pushed back
both wings of allied line before Sa-
loniki.

Allies capture eerles of heights west
of Verdun river.

Teutonic allies sald to have offered
guarantees to Greece that Bulgars will
not enter Kavala, Drama and Seres.

Serbs reported to have made some
progress between the Cerria and Mo-
glenica rivers.

Bulgars report capture of Serb po-
sitionz on the Malka Niezeplanina, east

of Banica.
WEDNESDAY.

Serbians Teported to have stormed
hill near Ostrova lake. Bulgars claim
success in counter attacks.

Serhians reported to have stormed 150
vards of Bulgar trenches near Kaimak-
calam.

Bulgarians on the Struma reported
to have been checked.

Bulgar attack on French at Komarjan
hridge repulsed.

THURSDAY.

Bulgars report defeat of Serbians on
western end of Macedonian front.

Germans
enemy

Allles repulsed along the Struma
river, according to Sofla.
Grecks continue to resist Bulgars

near Seres and flock to enlist with
entente forces.
FRIDAY.

Bulgarians announce
Aegean coast in Greece.

Sofia reports repulse of eighteen Ser-
bian attacks on the west flanksa.

arrival on

British destroy several Struma
bridges.
@ %
T

| EASTERN ARENA.
o 5

Chronological Events.

SUNDAY.

Russians report further advances on
the river Btokhod in the region of
Rudka-Chervische.

Slave report gains thraugﬁ two Car-
pathian passes leading into Hungary.

Gemans renort capture of trenches
east of Kiselin.

Russtan attacks on Magura reported

repulsed.
MONDAY,

Russians repulsed west of Stokhod
near Rudka-Cherviache.

Slava continue effort to push into
Tungary through Carpathian pass
south of Kolomea,

TUESDAY.
Austrians report repulses for Rus-

sians on Stokhod. .
Nussians meet severe resistance at
practically all points on the eastern

front, but few minor gains being reg-

istered.
WEDNESDAY.

Rus=sians report repulse of Teutonle
attucks on west bank of Stokhod near
Hudka-Chervische

Teutons repulsed by Slavs near Tobol,

Teutons report =uccessful effort to
=tay Hussian advance north of Capul.

Germans claim to have stormed new
positions at Starawipceyua.

THURSDAY.

German  offensive south of Tsirin,
northwes! of Baranoviehi, is repulsed.

Repulse of Teutonic forces near Ve-
lick, in the direction of Kovel, ia re-

i;norle:!_
| FRIDAY.

Russians report progress in Car-
pathians,

tierman attack on Stokhod repulsed.

3

s
!

' WESTERN ARENA.

L

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

German attack with
Fleury fails.
losses.
French carry strongly organized
i wood between Guillemont and %«Iaure-
|pas.
{I (iermans drive back British. patrols
northwest of High wood. Heavy at-
tack repulsed.
| Germane report repulse of enemy at-
{tacks west of Foureaux.
| MONDAY,
loze Lrenches

liguid fire at
Teutons suffer heavy

Germans
Estrees.

French advance near Clery.

TUESDAY.
tiermans gain  footing
|south of Estrees taken
 Monday's fighting.

French repulse surprise attack in the
| Vosges.

GGermans dellver two heavy attacks
‘againsat the British near Thiepval,

Both repulsed. British advance
within 1,000 yvards of town.

British capture 100 yards of enemy
trenches  belween  Martinpuich and
Bazentin.

British
| mile near

Eouth  of

in
from

irenches
them in

to

advance on front of half a
Tozieres.
WEDNESDAY.
Gierman attack near Guillemont is re-
| pulsed.
British
Thiepval,
trenches.
thorman atltack

make further
gaining

advance near
200 yards of enemy

at Loyecourt wood re-

lsults in failure.
French repulse enemy surprise at-
|r:u-ls:-.r in the Champagne
| French capture positions between
Fleury and Thiaumont work.
THURSDAY,

British advance lines several hundred
vards near Delville wood.
French ecapture Maurepas.
counter attack repulsed,
(yerman attack on Fleury fails.

German

| British advance 300 yards south
laf Thiepval, seizing trench 700 yards
long.

Germans  fail in Aattempt to drive

British from edge of Guillemont.
| Spirited artillery fighting rages be-
| tween the Avre and the Aisne.

FRIDAY.
SJermans  gain  foothold in  French
trenchh near Tahure, but later are ex-
pelled.

German attack at St. Mihiel defeated.
Teutons fail in attacks at Fleury and
| Thisumont.
Enemy attack at HIIl 121,
Maurepas, beaten back by French.
British agvance further near Thiep-
val.

FRANKLIN IN SCRAP HEAP.

Historic Naval Craft Sold and to Be
Stripped Bare.

The old United States naval ship
Franklin, recently sold by the govern-
ment al auction to the highest bidder,
is to be towed from the Norfolk navy
vard to Eastport, Me., where she will

be stripped of all articles of wvalue.
She will then be beached and burned
to obtain the copper and other metals
used in her construction.

The Franklin will be recallsd by
many who in the past quarter of a
century have visited the Norfolk navy
vard, where the craft was used as &
receiving ship. Housed over and lying
near the river sidewalk at the navy
vard, the old ship was seen by every
one visiting the yard.

Thae Franklin was built at Kittery,
Me,, in 1865. In her day she was one
of the fine ships of the navy.

She has a displacement of 5,170 tons
and is 266 feet 9 inches in length. It
is stated that many tons of copper baolts
were used in fastening her wooden
sides together. To get this her pur-
chasers will burn her,

near

Conservative QObservers Assert Belief
Duration of Europe’s War Will Equal
Period of Civil Strife in United States

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of “The Great War.”

war will come in 1918 and not in

the close.

What are the reasons for this change
in opinion; why does the four-year
period now seem the probable measure
of the world conflict? The reasons are
not difficult to set forth; they are mili-
tary, political and economic, but in a
sense the military element is subor-
dinated to the economic and the politi-
cal.

To take the military point of view
first. It is the conviction of most allled
ohservers that the Germans will be com-
pelled to contract their lines either in
the east or the west befors the winter
comes. But no considerable contrac-
tion, no retreat that will carry the war
back into Germany, is regarded as even
concelvabls for this year.

Germans Can Shorten Lines.

If, for example, the Germans decide to
shorten thelr front in the west it Is well
recognized that they can retire on the
line of Antwerp, Brussels, Namur and
thence behind the Meuse to the position
they now hold at Verdun, and that on
such a line, which has been prepared,
they could stand indefinitely. The re-
tirement would give them a very much
shorter line and thus would enable the
troops that they now use on this west-
ern front to offer a better resistance.

Concelvably the Germans will be
driven back to this line before winter;
far more reasonable is the expectation
that they may be pushed back on the

line of Lille, Valenciennes, Mauheuge,
Hirson and thence behind the Meuse—
that is, at the edge of the French fron-
tier.

Granted that the Germans could be
forced out of both the lines that have
been mentioned, they could still retire
behind the Meuse and stand behind this
river, holding Liege, Namur, Givet and
the eastern bank of the river upstream
to Verdun. Behind this. again, is the
line of the Uurthe, from Liege south on
the frontier of Luxemburg, through
Thionville and Metz. In each of these
positions they would hold extremely ad-
vantageous lines and each retreat would
actually shorten thelr front and dimin-
ish the number of men required to hold
the front.

If the allied calculations are correct
and German manpower is beginning to
fall, the gradual diminution of the sup-
ply of men will not necessarily bring &
German collapse, bhecause there iz a
chance to shorten the lines. Now ex-
actly the same sltuation exists upon the
eastern frontier, the Vistula river of-
fering much the same opportunity for
a stand as the Meuse. A retreat in the
east would also zhorten the line ma-
terially.

Peace Next Year?

Eliminating the posszibility of a com-
plete collapse, which is not to be fore-
seen In any period as short as twelve
months, Germany should, then, taking
the military aspect, he able to keep
the war on enemy soil not only all of

this year, but most, If not all, of the fol-
lowing. She will, then, not be in a
position where ghe will be compelled by
any military situation to make peace

grows weaker or is put out of the con-
flict altogether.
be willing to make peace, in such con-
ditions, on any basis that did not re-
quire enormous sacrifices. s

But it is at this point that the mili-
tary phase merges into the economic
and political. Some months ago, writing
in these columns, I suggested that if
the enemies of Germany were unable
to make any progress before winter,
if the deadlock of last May continued,
then a treaty of peace on the basis of
atatus gquo ante might result Thia
oplnion was sharply eriticised in France :
and Great Britain, but it was s-r:t!-l
cised on the ground that a great change
was inevitable. This change has now
come. If the allies have won no de—i
clgive victory .as yvel, their successes on |
all fronts have convinced them that
they at last have the measure of Iheu-i
foe and that time will give them a com- |
plete victory.

Change in View of Terms.

Now, with the feeling that victory is|
assured there has come a marked |
change in the view of the terms of |
peace that will be imposed upon Ger- |
many. Germany'a very uccess in mohb- |
{lizing her own nation her extraordi-
nary skill, resource and genius in or-
san'iznlion have awakened the rival na-
tions of the world to the extent of Ger-
man menace 1o their own existence, and
they are mow resolved that they will
continue the war until the menace is
hed.

ab’?‘]s:;e an example: In her great cam-
paigns Germany has actually wrecked
the industrial regions of Belgium, of
France and of Russia. She has liter-
ally burned the factorles and transport-
ed the machinery to her home prov-
inces. 1f peace were to come today,
Germany would be the only one of the
great powers on the continent who'ure
fighting whose industrial establish-
ment was Intact. Even Austria has
guffered through the invasiona of Ga-
licia. While Germany put her factories
to work to supply the markets of the
world, France, Belgium, Poland would
have to restore their factories, purchase
their machinery and begin again.

A treaty of peace, then, that left
things territorially as they were in 1914
would mean on the economic slde a real
victory for Germany, who, if she had
not been able fo occupy her meighbor’s
house, had burned It down. Now, this
i= exactly what the nations which are
fighting Germany do not mean shall
happen. They are resolved that Ger-
many shall not be able to establish the
fact that she can, when she chooses, in-
vade her industrial rivals’ lands, de-
stroy their Industrial machinery and
then retire to her own soil without suf-
fering any other penalty than the costs
of the war, while they have to bear
both the costs of the war, on thelr side,
and the costs of rebuilding their plants.

Lorraine Iron.

Further than this, the German suc-
cess In the early part of the war dis-
closed a German determination to an-
nex the industrialized districts of
Frarce, Belgium and Poland. The great
iron deposits of France are within

sight of the German frontier about
Briey, northwest of Metz. In 1370 Ger-
many took a large portion of the Lor-
raine iron fields. She took all that were

on her enemies’ terms, even if Austria |

She would doubtless |

trzermany

5
1917

her purpose to annex the Briey iron
districts.

This was merely an extension of old
German policy. In 1815, at the second
congress of Vienna, after Napoleon had
been defeated and sent to St. Helena,
she took the coal district on the Saar,
about the town of Saarbrucken, which
had been left to France in the first
Vienna agreement. In 1870 she took
the ifron districts then known; in 1914
she proclaimed her purpose to take the
Briey iron region, which she has seized
and now holds.

Now it is the setlled purpose of the
French to reclaim, not alone the Briey
districts, theirs in 1914, but the Lorraine
districts, taken from them in 1871, and
the Saar coal regions, taken
France is badly provided with coal. In
taking her best coal deposits in 18i5 Ger-
many pushed France out of the race for
industrial supremacy in the great years
of development that came in the nine-
teenth century. France means, after the
war, to restore the situation, and no
French statesman will now consider a
peace which does not restore the lost
lands—the Lorraine iron districts, the
Saar coal districts, and also the remarka-
ble deposits of phosphate along the foot
of the Vosges between Belfort and Mul-
hausen.

But Germany will not surrender these
until she has been overwhelmingly de-
feated, for this surrender means the loss
of a portion, at least, of the foundation
of her great industrial prosperity. A year
ago most Frenchmen would have been
willing to make peace on the basis of the
reacquisition of Alsace-Lorraine, but to-
day the Saar district is also a fixed idea
of the French mind. 7

The Silesian Mines.

Turning east, now, a similar situation
confronts us. In the southeast corner of
Sllesia, where Germany, Austria and
Russia join, is a great iron, zinc and lead
region, one of the most highly industrial-
ized in Europe. The population of the

German districts is practically entirely
Slav. This is an old province of Poland,
which was won away from the Slavs far
back in history, conguered for Prussia
by Frederick the Great and become one
of the most prosperous portions of the
| new industrial Germany.

But the settled policy of Russia is to
rescue from German hands the Slav popu-
lations with Germany holds on eastern
(frontiers. Moreover, Germany has de-
| stroyed all the great industrial plants of
Poland. Wherefore Russian policy and
purpose look forward to incorporating the
Sllesian districts in their new Poland,
which is to be made out of thelir old Polish
provinces and German and Austrian Pol-
ish districts. If Germany were to lose all
her iron and coal districts on the Alsace-
Lorraine frontler and all those on her
Russian frontier, she would be very
gravely weakened as an industrial nation.
She would only consent to such sacrifices
when there was no longer any hope of re-
sistance, and not while her armies were
standing outside German soil at the Vis-
tula and the Meuse.

Damage to British Shipping.

A third detail may be mentloned. By
her submarine war Germany has inflicted
great damage upon allied shipping, par-
ticularly British. If peace came now
British shipping would not have the same
relative advantage over (German that it
had before the war. Just as Germany has
destroyed much of the industrial svstem
of her continental rivals she has gained
ground in the race with British for ship-
ping supremacy by keeping her commer-
cial fleets in home or neutral ports and

British shipping.

Now, it is a settled article of British
faith that at the end of the war Germany
will have to make good ocut of German
shipping the losses Inflicted upon her ene-
mies by submarine. But this is not the
concession that Germany would be willing
to make while she was still able to hold
back allied armies from her own fron-
tiers. Again, she has by her war tartics
prepared a great advantage for herself (f
peace should come on any basis save that
which would be created by her complete
downfall.

Germany's Advantage Today.

In two years of war
the factory and

To put it baldly:
has wrecked

oM l

the outset of the war holdly affirmed

in 1815,

sending her submarines out to prey on

Allies Hold View That Approach of Winter Necessitates
Contraction of German Lines, But Invasion of Teuton
Territory Is Not Probable the Present Year.

Copyright 1916—The Tribune Ass’'n (The New York 'f'ribune}.

HEN in the early days of the war the late Lord Kitchener forecast a three-vears’ war therd
was little support for his belief in any part of the world.
opens, it is becoming clear that the most conservative observers are inclining to the belicf,
not merely that Kitchener's forecast will be made

As the third vear of the ware

, but that the termination of tha

1t is interesting to note, too, that it is in Great Britain, where the theory of a short war was held
most generally, that the idea of a war equaling our own civil war in length is makin;.: most progress,
Nowhere is there the slightest expectation now oi a decision this vear; such belief as still may be
found that the war will have an early termination fixes the fall of next vear as the time that will see

all this she hax been able to preserve
her machinery intact and her commer=
cial fleets have not suffered proportion-

ately to the British. Now, if peach
came  [Omorrow her factories, her
planta, her shipping., would be, with

relation to world commerce, in a far
better position than they were in Au-
gust, 13914, Like all the other great
nations, she would have incurred_ a
vast debt, but, while she had crippled
their means of payving the debt, she
would have preserved hers.

All this was not immediately per-
ceived by the allies, They have been
learning very slowly what Germany
has actually been doing. They have
begun now, by their economie confer-
ences to take steps to provide a joint-
agreement which will exclude Germany
from their combined markets by tariff
walla which will give preference to
allies. Unqguestionably the same sys-'
tem will be followed with reference to
their colonies—that is, that the British
empire and the French home and
colonial territories will each give the
motherland a preference in its markets. -

The Resolve to Go On.

This is a defensive step, to meet the
situation which German armies have
created by their activities in Belgium,
Iin France and in Foland. But it is
fully recognized that this will not be
enough. By victorious wars Germany

has possessed herself of the coal and
iron flelds of France, the iron and lead
regions of Silesia, which are included
in districts whose population is Slav.
Now, If ever. France and Russla must
gel these districts, and they mean to
get them. But to get them means to
defent Germany in he field as she has
not vet been defeated, and as there is
no prospect at the present moment that
she can be defeated this year or per-
haps next. /

Hemember that the allies have great-
er numbers, greater wealth, the control
of the seas; they have overtaken Ger-
many in the maiter of shells and muni-
tions; they have copied all the devices
that she had alone at the outset of the
struggle. Then they had only superfor
latent resources. They are sa
now that the only question now is how
long it will take; they are equ
satisfied that it will be cheaper in the
end to go on now until they have
broken the economic and industrial ad-
vantages Germany has secured for her-
self by this and other wars, tham to
stop now and let Germany realize on
her campaigns by putting her) ma-
chinery to work, while her neighbors
have to reconstruct theirs.

There is another aspect that must be
jconsidered, We hear a good deal about
crushing Germany. Most of this is
rather wild talk. but there is one point
at which Germany can be severely in=
jured. This is her territory on the
eastern frontier, the provinces of East

tand West Prussia and Posen, The
| population of Posen is mainly Polish;
half that of East Prussia, or at the
least a quarter, is ®2lav. North from

the golid Slav block, overflowing from
Russian Polend into Posen, a long arm
of Slav population extends straizht to
the Baltiec about Dantzig, actually cut-
ting off the German population of East
Prussgia from the mass of the Germans
farther to the west. Here the question
alwave hus been whether 2000000 of
jsermans shall be under Slav rule, or
{4,000 000 2lavs under Teutonic rule, As
(it stands now. the latter situatiog ex-
i=ts, but if Russia should Inxlst,}lven
restoring all of Poland and liberfiting
all the Poles in Germany, then Ger-
many woull lose Dantziz, Koniggeers,
land all the lower reaches of the Vis=
| tula from Thorn to its mouth. '

If Russia Takes East Prussis.

1

| Such a change woulg deprive “Ger=
|many of at least A000,000 people, but
ltwo-thirds, apnroximately. would be
| Slav. Actually this would mean re-
storing to tie Slav world, either o an
autonomous Poland or a Hussian Puo-
land, what was taken away by the pa -
titions, Morally it would be emwsil -
Instiiable, for, unles= one subscribes to
the doctrine that the Gernan js i
sunerior being, there is no reason why
| 2000000 Germans should benefit of the
{EXUenEe of 400000 Sigvs i

| But to tike 6000000 people from Prus-
jsia would be 1o reduce by much her com-
| parative size in German;, and
| Hast I'russ=ia it would take
the 'russian population

i
tovaml!
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| industrial machinery and plants of |tributed most to giving ) |;e:-,:1!:,., .
France and Belgium and of Ttussian ::-:-‘lr‘.’,‘-”‘f‘l‘ul.'rrl-l.\ . -.r|I1:,n.]1.--_ i H' J',I":l“;f::.‘.
Poland: she has very serfously crippled ' oo chiefls the inhabita of the Tarmep
the shipping resources of her only con- i French territory in Alsae 1'"‘ __'JL-.
siderable rival on the seas. In doing | CCONTIUed OGN Siaan & akc.
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then known. BSince then discovery has
WM that the best deposits were in
ench soll. Accordingly Germany at
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